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Merrimac, in conversation on literary matters.
Otis, who was himself a poet, afterward became
an intimate friend of "Wliittier, and accompanied
him to Philadelphia, as a delegate to the anti-
slavery convention of 1833. Later, Otis went
South, and became an apologist for slavery.

On the first day of May, 1827, "Whittier began
his " higher education " at the Haverhill Academy,
and the event was signalized in a way that gave
him a reputation at once. It was the first term
of a new academy, for which a fine brick building
had just been completed. The institution was
formally opened on the 30th of April, and the
dedicatory oration was delivered by the Hon.
Leverett Saltonstall, of Salem. The programme
announced that an ode was to be sung, " composed
for the occasion by John G. Wliittier, of this
town," The principal of the new school was
Oliver Carlton. The fact that a young citizen of
the town, who was to be a student in the school,
had written the ode for an important public cere-
mony gave him a certain social and literary dis-
tinction at the start. He studied the ordinary
English branches, and also took lessons in French.
He took especial delight in the access he obtained
to the best private libraries in the village.1

One can imagine the surprise and pleasure of
such a mind as his when great fields of literature

1 At the dedication of the Haverhill Library, in 1876, Mr.
Wliittier wrote to Mayor Currier: " When my old friend James
Gale set up his circulating library, it was the opening1 of a new
world of enjoyment to me. I can still remember the feeling of
mingled awe and pleasure with which I gazed for the first time
on his crowded bookshelves."